
 

Atlant ic Bott lenose 

Do lph in 

(Tursiops truncatus )  

Most sounds  that a  dolphin  produces 
are emitted from nasal  cavit ies  ins ide 
its  b lowhole .  Dolphins make a w ide 
var iety of chirps ,  whist les  and c l icks 
based on how they move a ir  through 
the muscles  and folds in  their  s inus  
passages . 

Dolphins  a lso produce noises  that 
benefit  them in  echolocation .  These 
sounds ,  ca l led d irectional  c l icks,  are 
focused through the fatty t issue of 
the dolphin ’s  forehead,  known as  the 
melon .  Sound waves  travel  forward 
from the melon,  bounce off objects  in 
the dolphin ’s  environment,  and then 
return to the dolphin ’ s  brain  for 
process ing .  The brain  interprets 
these echoes  to determine the s ize ,  
shape,  speed,  d istance,  d irection and 
even dens ity  of objects  in  the water .    

Dolphins  use echolocation to  f ind 
food,  for  navigat ion ,  and for  deter-
min ing  the pos it ion and d irection of 
other animals  w ithin  their  group .   

**FUN FACTS** 

Dolphins  can detect the s ize ,  shape 
and dens ity of an object as  smal l  as  a 
d ime from a quarter mi le  away! !  

Bats  use echolocation too !   In fact ,  
the Navy developed its  SONAR sys-
tem by studying  echolocation in  dol-
phins  and bats .  

 

 

 

 

 

Vocalizations and Echolocation 

The Institute for Marine Mammal Studies (IMMS) 

is a non-profit organization established in 1984 for 

the purposes of public education, conservation and 

research of marine mammals in the wild and under 

human care.  Located in Gulfport, MS, IMMS has 

been an active participant of the National Stranding 

Network since its inception.  IMMS is the premiere 

organization in the Mississippi-Louisiana-Alabama 

sub-region of the Gulf Coast with the capability and 

expertise to care for sick and injured marine mam-

mals.  Additionally, IMMS promotes public aware-

ness of marine conservation issues through its in-

volvement in the community. 

Institute for Marine Mammal Studies 

P.O. Box 207 
Gulfport, MS 39503 

Phone: 228.896.9182 
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Distribution 

Atlantic bottlenose dolphins inhabit temperate and 
tropical waters and are found in the United States 

from Cape Cod through the Gulf of Mexico.  The 
Mississippi and Louisiana waters are home to one 

of the largest populations of Atlantic bottlenose 

dolphins in the world.   
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Dolphins are mammals just like us! They 

breathe air, are warm-blooded, give birth to 
live young, nurse their young, and they even 

have hair! 

Dolphins can hold their breath an average of 

7-10 minutes, but usually surface to breathe 

2-3 times every minute. 

A dolphin’s core body temperature is 98.4°, 

very close to a human’s body temperature.  

The gestation period for an Atlantic bottle-
nose dolphin is 12 months.  Dolphin calves 

are usually born tail first, and weigh be-
tween 40-50 pounds.  A calf will nurse from 

its mother up to two years after birth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When calves are born, they have tiny little 

hairs located on their rostrum that fall out 

shortly after birth. 

 

Mammal or Fish? 

How do you tell the difference 

between males and females? 

Scientific Classification 

 
Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Chordata 
Class: Mammalia 

Order: Cetacea 
Family: Delphinidae 

Genus: Tursiops 
Species: truncatus 
 
 
 

Is there a difference between a  

dolphin and a porpoise?? 

Yes!! There are actually 3 major physical  

differences between dolphins and porpoises: 

 

ROSTRUM: 

 

 
 

 

DORSAL FIN: 

 

 

 

TEETH: 

 

 

 

 

• The dolphin family has 32 members including the 

largest species of dolphin, the Killer Whale! 

• The lifespan of the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin is 

approximately 15-20 years. 

• The bottlenose dolphin can grow 7-10 feet in 

length and weigh between 300-600 pounds. 

• Dolphins can swim as fast as 30 mph in short 

bursts of speed.  Generally, they swim 5-7 mph. 

• Bottlenose dolphins have between 80-100 teeth 

that are conical in shape. 

• Dolphins eat between 15-30 lbs. of fish each day. 

• Dolphins don’t need to drink water - they get all 

the water they need from the fish they eat. 

• When dolphins exhale, they exchange about 70% 

of the air in their lungs. Humans exchange only 

20% of the air in their lungs with each breath. 
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Calf nursing from its mother 

Fins or Flippers?  

 

The answer is both! Dolphins have three 

sets of fins— a dorsal fin, pectoral fins 

(or flippers), and tail flukes. 

The dorsal fin stabilizes the dolphin and keeps it 
upright as it swims through the water. The pecto-

ral fins, or flippers, help to stop and steer the 
dolphin. The powerhouse of the dolphin is its tail.  

There are two flukes located at the base of the 

tail, separated by a notch in the middle. 

FUN FACTS ABOUT 

DOLPHINS 

Navel 

Mammary slit 

Genital slit 

Female Male 

Anus 


